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Criteria Possible
Points

1. Property acreage 10

2. Acres of forest 20

3. Acres that are very high Forest Conservation Value (FCV) 15

4. Contribution to water quality (length of watercourses) 15

5. Adjacency to conserved lands 5

6. Forest management plan 5

7. Preservation of forested acreage 10

8. Percent within ConserveVA’s Ag & Forestry Category 20

Total 100



‣ 500-acre property
‣ 450 acres forested, 400 acres of high Forest Conservation 

Value (FCV)
‣ 63% of acreage in ConserveVirginia

‣ 6250’ of watercourses

‣ 0.5 miles to a Wildlife Management Area

‣ Forest Stewardship Management Plan & 
demonstrated implementation

‣ Applicant willing to permanently retain 375 acres 
of forest land base



 Example property score:

◦ 500 / 1000 * 8 = 4.0 points
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Property Acres 

a. 0-999 acres = Property Acres /1000 * 8

b. 1,000 – 4,999 acres = 8 pts

c. 5000-9999 acres = 9 pts

d. >10,000 acres = 10 pts



 Example property score:

◦ 450 / 1000 * 18 = 8.1 points

a. 0-999 acres = Forest Acres /1000 * 18

b. 1,000 – 4,999 acres = 18 pts

c. 5000-9999 acres = 19 pts

d. >10,000 acres = 20 pts 0
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Very high = 4 or 5



 Example property score:

◦ 400 / 1000 * 13 = 5.2 points

a. 0-999 acres = Very High Acres /1000 * 13

b. 1,000 – 4,999 acres = 13 pts

c. 5000-9999 acres = 14 pts

d. >10,000 acres = 15 pts 0
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Conservation Planning Group

Check & Unfold FCV layer

https://vanhde.org/content/map

Visually estimate % / acres 
in categories 4 & 5



 Example property score:

◦ 6,250 / 15,000 * 15 = 6.3 points

• Length of intermittent & perennial watercourses as identified by the USGS 
National Hydrography Dataset, as well as wetlands & water impoundments, 
present on or bordering the property

• https://viewer.nationalmap.gov/advanced-viewer/
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Feet of stream, border of water/wetland/impoundment

a. 0-15,000 feet = feet /15,000 * 15 

b. >15,000 feet = 15

https://viewer.nationalmap.gov/advanced-viewer/


Reference Layers

Check Streams &
National Wetlands 
Inventory

https://vanhde.org/content/map

Use tool to estimate linear 
edge - don’t double count 

streams in wetlands / lakes

Measuring Tool



 Example property score:

◦ 5 – 0.5 miles = 4.5 points

a. If >5 miles = 0 points

b. If < 5 miles, points = 5 – miles away
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 Status of the FMP, prepared by a professional 
forester
a. Existing plan, being implemented = 5 points
b. Plan exists, no implementation = 3 points
c. No plan = 0 points

 Example property score
◦ 5 points



 Example property score

◦ (375÷450) X 10 = 8.3 points
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% of Forest Land Base that will be preserved as Forest Land

• How much forest land does the 
landowner commit to conserving?

• Proportion of Forest Land base that 
will be preserved * 10

• Forest Land that does not currently
have trees on it (e.g., harvested) but 
will be replanted/regenerated counts 
as preserved Forest Land



 Example property score

◦ 0.63 * 20 = 12.6

• Proportion of the property that is in 
ConserveVA’s Agriculture & Forestry 
Category * 20



Criteria Score Possible
Points

1. Property acreage 4.0 10

2. Acres of forest 8.1 20

3. Acres that are very high Forest Conservation 
Value (FCV) 5.2 15

4. Contribution to water quality (length of 
watercourses) 6.3 15

5. Adjacency to conserved lands 4.5 5

6. Forest management plan 5.0 5

7. Preservation of forested acreage 8.3 10

8. Percent within ConserveVA’s Ag & Forestry 
Category 12.6 20

Total 54.0 100



 Highly competitive category
 Run the scoring sheet yourself, provide 

evidence in your application for why it should 
score high

 If something on the layers looks wrong, tell 
us and demonstrate it (e.g., provide a map of GPS’ed
streams)

 Secondary category 
designations

 Complete application –
respond to all criteria & 
questions
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