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Scoring Criteria: Historic Area Preservation Category

Strong grant applications are likely to protect or preserve a resource that: 
• Is listed on the Virginia Landmarks Register (VLR); or
• Is located on a Civil War, American Revolutionary War, or War of 1812 battlefield; or
• Is formally determined eligible for listing on the VLR; and
• Retains a high degree of historic integrity; and
• Relates to Virginia’s culturally diverse history; and/or
• Has special community significance related to its history, and
• Is included in the ConserveVirginia Cultural and Historic Preservation layer. 



Scoring Criteria: Historic Area Preservation Category



Resource or Property is a Contributing Resource to an Historic District Listed on the VLR; 
(25 points) 

Criterion #1-Historic Significance:
Resource or Property is Individually Listed on the Virginia Landmarks Register (“VLR”); or

(25 points)



Criterion #1-Historic Significance: 
Historic Resource or Property has been Determined Eligible by DHR 

for Listing on the Virginia Landmarks Register 
(20 points)

• Eligibility determination 
made through DHR’s 
process for evaluation and 
listing on the VLR

• Official listing on the VLR 
may be required for 
properties awarded funding 
under this section



Criterion #1 - Historic Significance: 
Resource or Property is a Civil War, Revolutionary War, or War of 1812 Virginia Battlefield or Site

(25 points) 

Evaluation of Battlefields:
Battlefield or site must be identified with a priority rating in one of the following reports administered 
by the National Park Service’s American Battlefield Protection Program:

Report on the Nation’s Civil War Battlefields 
Preservation Priority Ratings:

Priority I:
Battlefields with a critical need for action
Priority II: 
Battlefields with potential for comprehensive preservation
Priority III: 
Battlefields needing additional protection
Priority IV: 
Fragmented battlefields

• Report on the Nation’s Civil War Battlefields
(1993, as amended)

• Report to Congress on the Historic Preservation of 
Revolutionary War and War of 1812 Sites in the 
United States (2007, as amended)



Criterion #1 - Historic Significance: Integrity

• Resources that retain a high degree of historic integrity (5 points)



Criterion #2 – Underrepresented 
Communities & Resources:
Maximum Score 10 points

• Property contains documented resources 
representing Virginia’s culturally diverse history, 
such as places or sites associated with:
 People of color (circa 1619 to Civil War)
 Reconstruction Era (1861-1898)
 Civil Rights Movement 
 LGBTQ
 African-American
 Asian American
 Latino
 Hispanic 
 Native American
 Women’s History
(5 points)

• Property or area has special community 
significance related to its history, as explained in 
the application, regardless of formal 
documentation (5 points)

AND/OR



Criterion #3 - Threat:
Maximum Score 10 points

• Currently on market for sale, in an estate being 
settled, threatened by development, OR in 
imminent danger of demolition (10 points)

• Recently on market for sale, vacant/unoccupied, 
OR significantly deteriorated and in need of 
immediate preservation (5 points)

• No documentation of threat (0 points)



Criterion #4 - Use & Treatment of Historic Resources and Property:
Maximum Score 10 points

• Plans for future use(s) of property are appropriate 
and consistent with historic resource stewardship 
and protection (5 points)

• Plans for treatment, alteration, and maintenance of 
historic resources on the property are appropriate 
and consistent with historic resource stewardship 
and protection (5 points)

• No documentation of plans for uses of property or 
treatment of historic resources (0 points)

Note:
 Any related reports and plans for property may be submitted 

with application

 All proposals and/or project plans must be consistent with 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Treatment of Historic 
Properties



Criterion #5 - Historic Resource Protection:
Maximum Score 10 points

• Proposed easement terms and 
restrictions provide comprehensive 
protection for historic resources 
AND are specifically consistent with 
VBHR easement template 
(10 points)

OR

• Proposed easement terms and 
protections for historic resources 
are acceptable, AND are generally 
consistent with VBHR easement 
template (5 points)

• Applicants must attach a list or a 
summary of proposed restrictions 
to be included in the easement. 



Criterion #6 - Adjacency to Conserved Lands:
Maximum Score 5 points

• Adjacent to existing conserved 
land (5 points)

Target Property

Target Property

• Not in viewshed of, or in close 
physical proximity to significant 
historic resources and/or existing 
conserved land, but represents 
unique cultural resource within a 
geographical area (1 point)

• In viewshed of, or in close 
physical proximity to significant 
historic resources and/or existing 
conserved land (3 points)



• Project contains no plans that further public interests (0 points) 

Criterion #7 - Furthers Public Interests:
Maximum Score 5 points

• Project includes specific plans for programs that promote research, 
education, community outreach or heritage tourism (5 points) 

 Applications that conserve resources associated with underrepresented communities 
and provide public educational opportunities to share untold stories and advance social 
equity are particularly encouraged.

• Project includes general plans for programs to be developed that would 
promote research, education, community outreach or heritage tourism   
(3 points)



• To calculate points, multiply the percent of the property included within the 
Cultural & Historic Preservation layer by 20.

Criterion #8 - ConserveVirginia:
Maximum Score 20 points

Is the property included within the Cultural & Historic Preservation layer in 
ConserveVirginia?

Target Property

100% within 
Cultural and Historic Preservation layer = 

20 points

15% (27 of 178 acres) within 
Cultural and Historic Preservation layer x 20 = 

3 points

Target Property



Additional Requirements for the 
Historic Area Preservation Category

Please submit high quality photographs or digital 
images including:

• Buildings/Structures: Exterior of the primary 
historic building/structure and any secondary 
buildings/structures, architecturally significant 
interior spaces and features, and the setting and 
viewshed of the primary resource.

• Archaeological Sites: General view or site plan and 
images documenting the condition of the site.

• Battlefields: Overall site, its setting and viewshed, 
and all historic and non-historic structures, roads, 
and other features within the battlefield or site.



For Projects Awarded 
Grant Funds in the 

Historic Area Preservation Category:
• Property owner shall offer to convey a perpetual 

historic preservation easement on the property 
to the Virginia Board of Historic Resources 
(VBHR) 

• Properties are required to be open for public 
access a minimum of 2 days per calendar year

• Property must meet Easement Program eligibility 
requirements or DHR may recommend an 
alternative easement holder

• VBHR decides whether to accept the easement 
offer based on established criteria and policies 
governing Easement Program

• Listing on the Virginia Landmarks Register may be 
required



Contact Information:
Karri Richardson
Easement Program Specialist
Karri.Richardson@dhr.virginia.gov
804-482-6094

Megan Melinat
Director, Division of Preservation Incentives
Megan.Melinat@dhr.virginia.gov
804-482-6455

Resources: 
• Virginia Department of Historic Resources

www.dhr.virginia.gov

• List of properties on the VLR: 
https://www.dhr.virginia.gov/historic-registers/

• CWSAC Civil War battlefield ratings:
https://irma.nps.gov/DataStore/Reference/Profile/2274482

• Revolutionary War and War of 1812  battlefield ratings:
https://irma.nps.gov/DataStore/Reference/Profile/2274495

mailto:Wendy.musumeci@dhr.virginia.gov
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/
https://www.dhr.virginia.gov/historic-registers/
https://irma.nps.gov/DataStore/Reference/Profile/2274482
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