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Agenda

Introductions

Melissa Baker
Director of Virginia State Parks

Veronica Flick
Park Manager, Seven Bends State Park

Lynn Crump
DCR Park Planner

State Park History

Intro to Seven Bends State Park
Master Plan Process

Review SESP MP

. ] B,
Public Comment via Chat Box —;-..,_-DCR
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Housekeeping

* Place all phones / mics on mute

* All comments & questions accepted in Chat Box
(These will be recorded and responses will made
prior to Feb. 1, 2022)

* This presentation will be available online
following the meeting

Additional comments will be received until Feb. 1,
via email or in writing at:

Bill Conkle

Virginia Department of Conservation & Recreation
600 East Main Street, 24th Floor

Richmond, VA 23219

B,
Bill.Conkle@dcr.virginia.qgov F"“"'DCR
804-786-5492 or by fax @ 804-371-7899 Vigla Deparment o Conenation & Reraton


mailto:Bill.Conkle@dcr.virginia.gov

Meeting Purpose

To present the park master plan and
facility phasing.

Public input is encouraged regarding
recommended park amenities and park
priorities.

Attendees will have the opportunity to
provide input via chat box or email after
this meeting.

<DCR
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Introduction to state parks

To conserve the__natural scenic, cultural resources of the Commonwealth &
provide recreational & educatlonal opportunltles con3|stent with the good stewardship of
these lands, waters & facilities that leave them unimpaired for future generations.
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History of Virginia State Parks
The first 6 parks...out of the Depression

1936:
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The System Grows

1940’s through 1980’s:




Voters support more
growth and development

1990’s through present:

We continue to acquire lands, largely by donation or
discounted sales ... the challenge is to find the development funds.

<SDCR
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Today’s Virginia State Park System

Heart of Appalachia
Blue Ridge Highlands
Virginia Mountains
Southern Virginia
Shenandoah Valley
Central Virginia
Northern Virginia
Chesapeake Bay
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Coastal Virginia

Virginia State Parks

Eastern Shore

28 visitor centers A . */@A Aw A

87 picnic shelters oA O
11 swimming beaches
4 swimming pools

19 snack bars

MAYO RIVER

< m WIDEWATER

=A 2 A

BENDS LEESYLVANIA

A 4

WESTMORELAND

BELLE. A
BEAR
CREEK e

POWHATAN YORK 4 TIMBERNECK
HiGH RIVER,
‘ BNIDGE‘ ‘ ‘
HOLLIDAY THAL SAILOR'S POCAHONTAS
i ' ALOR ‘ MACHCOMOCO oy
BATTLEFIELD
TWIN CHIPPOKES
LAKES PLANTATION
STAUNTON RIVER L
BATTLEFIELD @ LANDING

oy Az
L Aocconescmz

A Opening soon

&DCR

of Conservation &

A Open for operation




Park Services and Facilities
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| Vel : cabin
and camping
Programs, education,
interpretation

Conference and
meeting facilities
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The relevancy of state parks in the
21st century & beyond

ational opportunltles

The need for parks is greater today than it has ever been ... places
to reconnect to nature, to be with families and friends, and to
re-establish personal well being.




Seven Bends State Park

the spectacular scenic

natural, and historical resources of the storied Seven Bends

area of the North Fork of the Shenandoah River in Virginia.




The Park’s Namesake
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Seven Bends State Park’s 1066 acres is situated in the geographically unique Seven
Bends area of the North Fork of the Shenandoah River.




Natural Resource




History




Connection

Over 1200 Hours of Volunteer efforts
including Eagle Scout Projects, Tra

Maintenance, River Cleanup, Natural
Play Space Installation, Educational

Programming, Invasive Removal,
Native Planting, and more

Virginia Department of Conservation & Recreation
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hing platforms

e 2 riverside fi.s
* QOver 8 miles of

hiking trails — 1 of which is ADA
Accessible

» 1 family-sized picnic shelter
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Staffing

Maintenance Rangers (1 vacant)

* 1 Education Support Specialist
* 1 Office Assistant (Vacant)
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Financial

arks rely on park generated

revenues to support operations.
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Master Plan
Process

Updated every 5 years

Next Plan in 2023-Welcome public
participation




State Park Master Planning Code

* Developed in stage with public input

* Required to be updated every 10 years
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3l '1 SevenBends State Parlk f - .
Original Ly By KW -
Master Plan

Seven Bends State Park Access Study

Final Report
November 5, 2021
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NVDOT

Michael Baker

INTERHATIONAL
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Site Analysis




SESP Goals

Goal 1.0 — Protect & conserve the park’s scenic & natural resources.
Goal 2.0 — Protect & conserve the park’s historic & cultural resources.

Goal 3.0 — Provide recreational opportunities for day-use visitors to the
park.

Goal 4.0 — Provide enhanced facilities for overnight visitors to the park.

Goal 5.0 — Provide environmental education & cultural interpretive
services to the public.

Goal 6.0 — Participate in mutually beneficial efforts with partner
organizations and neighbors to enhance the entire region.

Goal 7.0 — Administer & manage the park in a manner that —%DCR

fosters the iublic’s trust. g s
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MASTER PLAM FOR

SEVEN BENDS STATE PARK
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PHASE 1

* Expand maintenance ¢
Day-Use facilities: 2 riverbank
river with large shelter, restrooms & parking; upgrade park multi-use trail

system; connector trail to the GW-Jefferson NF from trailhead parking; improve
existing play area, add a shelter

Develop Interpretive area w/ outdoor classroom, viewing platform and gazeb_@_DCR
o~

Complete protection of Woodstock Reservoir sites b
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PHASE 2

Expand Maintenance
Staff residence

Extend trail system

More accessible trail between boat launches




Seven

Bends
State Park
Master
Plan

| Blowup of
Hollingsworth
Road side




PHASE 3

<SDCR

Virginia Department of Conservation & Recreation




Public Input Session Guidelines




Send comments

G J ¥ C U

East Main Street, 24th Floor J

"Richmond, Virginia 23219

or email Bill. Conkle@dcr.virginia.gov
or by fax to 804-371-7899.
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Next Steps

- Send updated plan to General
Assembly for 30 day review

Adoption of plan by DCR
Director

<SDCR

Virginia Department of Conservation & Recreation




	Seven Bends State Park
	Agenda
	Housekeeping
	Meeting Purpose
	Introduction to state parks
	History of Virginia State Parks�The first 6 parks…out of the Depression
	The System Grows
	Voters support more �growth and development
	Today’s Virginia State Park System
	Park Services and Facilities
	The relevancy of state parks in the 21st  century & beyond 
	Seven Bends State Park
	The Park’s Namesake
	Natural Resource
	History
	Connection
	Slide Number 17
	Staffing
	Financial
	Master Plan Process
	State Park Master Planning Code
	Original Master Plan
	VDOT Access Study
	Site Analysis
	SESP Goals
	Seven Bends State Park Master Plan
	PHASE 1
	Seven Bends State Park Master Plan
	PHASE 2
	Seven Bends State Park Master Plan
	PHASE 3
	Public Input Session Guidelines 
	Send comments
	Next Steps

