ECONOMIC IMPACTS
OF RIVER RECREATION

Roanoke River Paddle Tralil



ROANOKE RIVER PARTNERS MISSION

“To preserve, enhance and promote the
natural, cultural and historic identity and
integrity of the Roanoke River region
through tourism and other
environmentally sustainable activities
which encourage economic development
and social justice.”




ROANOKE RIVER PARTNERS

Founded in 1997, joint effort between Bertie, Halifax,
Martin, Northampton & Washington counties.

One of RRP's first and biggest projects was to create a
paddle/camping trail along the river and its creeks
that would increase awareness of this treasure we call
the Roanoke and build infrastructure for small
businesses like guides, outfitters and many others in
the region, new and old.

In this special type of eco-tourism, the Roanoke River
Paddle Trail would be the first private system of its
type in the nation.




PADDLE SYSTEMS AS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
CATALYSTS



http://roanokeriverpartners.org/Videos/NCRuralCenter/index.html
http://roanokeriverpartners.org/Videos/NCRuralCenter/index.html

PRIMARY ACTIVITIES ENJOYED BY
PADDLERS

Enjoy hearing local music 29.6% 55.1% 15.3%
Stay at local campgrounds 28.9% 47.8% 23.3%
Look for handmade arts and crafts to buy 19.2% 46.7% 34.2%
Go fishing 18.8% 33.7% 47.4%
Meet the locals 18.5% 67.0% 14.5%
Visit farmers markets 15.6% 52.4% 32.1%
Attend community events 11.4% 57.9% 30.7%
Visit farms 6.4% 36.3% 57.2%
Stay at B&Bs and/or locally owned lodging 5.0% 34.8% 60.2%
Seek out well known chain lodging 2.9% 35.9% 61.2%
Seek out well-known chain restaurants 2.2% 38.4% 59.5%




TOTAL AMOUNT SPENT ON LOCAL
PADDLING TRIPS PER PARTY




TOTAL AMOUNT SPENT ON OUTSIDE AREA
PADDLING TRIPS PER PARTY




SUPPORT OF FUNDING SOURCES FOR PADDLE
TRAILS




PADDLING AS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT




ROANOKE RIVER CAMPING PLATFORMS

16 camping platforms
1200+ overnight campers

Estimated regional impact =
$600,000
















PADDLING EVENTS




ECO-TOURISM BUSINESSES




ROANOKE RIVER MAYORS' ASSOCIATION

* Crafted Memorandum of Understanding in 2008

11 Member Towns have signed on to support Roanoke
River Partners because they see the viability of joining
together as a Roanoke River region and the
connection between the counties and towns along the
Roanoke.

 Those towns are as follows: Bear Grass, Halifax,
Hamilton, Jamesville, Oak City, Plymouth,
Robersonville, Scotland Neck, Weldon, Williamston,
and Windsor.










ROSENWALD RIVER CENTER — HAMILTON,
NC

= RRP is working with local and regional river communities to
preserve the historic circa 1919 Hamilton Rosenwald School
which will serve as a River/Visitor Center and an interpretive
site to tell the Rosenwald Story. Plans are to open the
Rosenwald River Center in 2019 to celebrate the 100t
anniversary of the school.

= We are excited to report that upon completion of this historic
renovation, this site will be re-purposed as: a river/community
center; an interpretive site to tell the Rosenwald story; and an
economic incubator to cultivate eco-tourism and cultural
heritage initiatives throughout the Roanoke River Region. Soon
it will once again serve as a vital hub in the community where it
has survived for almost a century!
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ROSENWALD RIVER CENTER — HAMILTON,
NC

ROSENWALD SCHOOL ROSENWALD SCHOOL
- 2007 - TODAY




ROSENWALD RIVER CENTER SPONSORS

The Lowe's Charitable and Education

Foundation Preservation Fund

The National Trust for Historic Preservation

The Conservation Fund"s Resourceful Communities Program
The Covington Foundation

Conservation Trust for North Carolina

Mid-East RC&D Council

Historic Hamilton Commission

The Town of Hamilton

A host of generous private donors

Our devoted alumni and project volunteers




