Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board
September 25, 2023
Agenda Item J.3

Approval of Program Reviews of District Duties related to the Resource Management Plan Program

§ 10.1-104.8. Resource management plans; criteria.

A. The Soil and Water Conservation Board shall by regulation, and in consultation with the Department
of Agriculture and Consumer Services and the Department of Environmental Quality, specify the criteria
to be included in a resource management plan.

B. The regulations shall:

2. Include (i) determinations of persons qualified to develop resource management plans and to
perform on-farm best management practice assessments; (ii) plan approval or review procedures if
determined necessary; (iii) allowable implementation timelines and schedules; (iv) determinations of the
effective life of the resource management plans taking into consideration a change in or a transfer of
the ownership or operation of the agricultural land, a material change in the agricultural operations,
issuance of a new or modified total maximum daily load (TMDL) implementation plan for the
Chesapeake Bay or other local total maximum daily load water quality requirements, and a
determination pursuant to Chapter 4 (§3.2-400 et seq.) of Title 3.2 that an agricultural activity on the
land is creating or will create pollution; (v) factors that necessitate renewal or new plan development;
and (vi) a means to determine full implementation and compliance with the plans including reporting
and verification;

3. Provide for a process by which an on-farm assessment of all reportable best management practices
currently in place, whether as part of a cost-share program or through voluntary implementation, shall
be conducted to determine their adequacy in achieving needed on-farm nutrient, sediment, and
bacteria reductions;

4VAC50-70-130. Review of Duties Performed by Soil and Water Conservation Districts.

A. The department shall periodically conduct a comprehensive review of the RMP duties performed by
each soil and water conservation district to evaluate whether requirements set forth by this chapter
have been satisfactorily fulfilled. The department shall develop a schedule for conducting periodic
reviews and evaluations. Each district shall receive a comprehensive review at least once every five
years; however, the department may impose more frequent, partial, or comprehensive reviews with
cause. Such reviews where applicable shall be coordinated with those being implemented by agency
staff for other purposes that may include annual spot checks of BMPs implemented by districts through
the Virginia Agricultural BMP Cost Share Program.

B. If a review conducted by the department indicates that the soil and water conservation district has
not administered, enforced where authorized to do so, or conducted its duties in a manner that satisfies
the requirements set forth within this chapter, the department shall document such deficiencies and
convey the needed corrective actions in writing to the soil and water conservation district's board of
directors within 30 days following the review.

C. When the department determines:
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1. The deficiencies are due to the district's failure to satisfactorily perform the required duties with the
resources at its disposal, the department shall provide close oversight, guidance, and training as
appropriate to enable the district to fully perform the duties required by this chapter. If after such
actions there remains one or more deficiencies that cannot be resolved to the satisfaction of the
department, the department may delay or withhold RMP allocated funding under its authority and
control from the district that is not satisfactorily performing its RMP duties. Such duties may be assigned
to another soil and water conservation district. Funds withheld from the district with deficiencies may
be directed to the district that is performing the additional RMP duties.

2. The deficiencies are due to a work demand generated by the duties required by this chapter that
exceed the district's existing resources, the department shall endeavor to assist the district in the
performance of its duties and in finding a solution to the shortage of resources.

Recommended Motion:

The Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board approves the following Districts for program reviews as
required pursuant to 4VAC50-70-130:

1. Culpeper;

2. Headwaters;

3. Peaks of Otter;

4, Prince William; and
5. Three Rivers.

All program reviews will follow the process presented to the Board by the Department and will utilize
the program review forms previously approved by the Board at the September 27, 2018 meeting.



