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Soil and Water Conservation District Director Appointments and Resignations

§ 10.1-529. District directors constitute governing body; qualifications.

The governing body of the district shall consist of five or more district directors, elected and appointed
as provided in this article.

The two district directors appointed by the Board shall be persons who are by training and experience
qualified to perform the specialized skilled services which will be required of them in the performance of
their duties. One of the appointed district directors shall be the extension agent of the county or city, or
one of the counties or cities constituting the district, or a part thereof. Other appointed and elected
district directors shall reside within the boundaries of the district.

§ 10.1-530. Designation of chairman; terms of office; filling vacancies

A. The district directors shall designate a chairman from the elected members, or from the Board-
appointed members, of the district board and may change such designation.

B. The term of office of each district director shall be four years. A district director shall hold office until
his successor has been elected or appointed and has qualified. The selection of successors to fill a full
term shall be made in accordance with the provisions of this article. Beginning in the year 2003, the
election of district directors shall be held at the November 2003 general election and each fourth year
thereafter. The terms of office of elected district directors shall begin on January 1 following the
November general election. The term of office of any district director elected in November 1999 shall be
extended to the January 1 following the November 2003 general election. The term of office of any
district director elected in November 2000 shall expire on the January 1 following the November 2003
general election. The term of office of any district director elected in November 2001 or 2002 shall be
extended to expire on the January 1 following the November general election in 2007. Appointments
made by the Board to the at-large position held by an extension agent shall be made to commence
January 1, 2005, and each fourth year thereafter. Appointments made by the Board to the other at-large
position shall be made to commence January 1, 2007, and each fourth year thereafter. Any appointment
made by the Board prior to January 1, 2005, to an at-large position held by an extension agent shall be
made to expire January 1, 2005; and any appointment made by the Board prior to January 1, 2007, to
the other at-large position shall be made to expire January 1, 2007.

C. A vacancy shall exist in the event of the death, resignation or removal of residence from the district of
any director or the elimination or detachment from the district of the territory in which a director
resides, or by the removal of a director from office by the Board. Any vacancy in an elected or appointed
director's position shall be filled by an appointment made by the Board for the unexpired term. In the
event of the creation of a new district, the transfer of territory from an existing district to an existing
district, or the addition of territory not previously within an existing district to an existing district, the
Board may appoint directors to fill the vacancies of elected directors prescribed by § 10.1-515 in the
newly created district or in the territory added to an existing district. Such appointed directors shall
serve in office until the elected directors prescribed by § 10.1-515 take office after the next general
election at which directors for the entire district are selected.
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Recommended Motion:

The Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board approves the appointments of the individuals being
recommended.
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Evergreen

Appointment of Ms. Sarah Gillespie, of Smyth County, effective 9/26/2022, to fill the un-
expired elected director position of Ms. Dianne Beck (term of office expires
12/31/2023).

Natural Bridge

Resignation of Ms. Sandra Stuart, of Lexington, effective 4/28/2022, at-large appointed
director (term of office expires 12/31/2022).

Appointment of Ms. Rebecka Szarzynski, of Rockbridge County, effective 9/26/2022, to
fill the un-expired at-large appointed director position of Ms. Sandra Stuart (term of
office expires 12/31/2022).

Skyline

Resignation of Mr. Thomas Adams, of Montgomery County, effective 7/20/2022, elected
director (term of office expires 12/31/2023).

Appointment of Mr. Richard Wall, of Montgomery County, effective 9/26/2022, to fill
the un-expired elected director position of Mr. Thomas Adams (term of office expires
12/31/2023).

Three Rivers

Resignation of Mr. Robert Bland, of King and Queen County, effective 9/26/2022,
elected director (term of office expires 12/31/2023).

Resignation of Mr. Lloyd Mundie, of Essex County, effective 6/30/2022, at-large
appointed director (term of office expires 12/31/2022).

Resignation of Mr. Troy Johnson, of King William County, effective 7/20/2022, elected
director (term of office expires 12/31/2022).

Appointment of Mr. Robert Bland, of King and Queen County, effective 9/26/2022, to fill
the un-expired at-large appointed director position of Mr. Lloyd Mundie (term of office
expires 12/31/2022).
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Appointment of Mr. Thomas Fox, of King William County, effective 9/26/2022, to fill the
un-expired elected director position of Mr. Troy Johnson (term of office expires
12/31/2023).

Evergreen
Sarah Gillespie

Ms. Gillespie lives in Smyth County where she serves as a Master Naturalist. She is also
involved in other community groups like the Rotary and Art League. In her spare time, she
enjoys photographing wildlife and flowers, birding, hiking, and camping.

Natural Bridge
Rebecka Szarzynski

Ms. Szarzynski operates a farm in Rockbridge County and was the District’s 2019 Clean
Water Farm Award winner! Outside of the District, she also serves on the South Poll Grass
Cattle Board of Directors, the Virginia Forage and Grasslands Council as the Board and Mentor
Coordinator, and is on the steering committee for the Virginia Soil Health Coalition.

Skyline
Richard Wall

Mr. Wall has been serving the District as an Associate Director and operates a dairy farm
in Montgomery County.

Three Rivers
Robert Bland

Mr. Bland, District Chair, is resigning from his current Elected Director position in order
to fill the recently vacant At-Large Director position. Mr. Bland operates a farm in King and
Queen County and also sits on the Board of Directors for Southern States Coop Inc.

Thomas Fox
Mr. Fox has served the District as an Associate Director for the past two years and

operates a farm in King William County. He is also a Director for the King William County Farm
Bureau. Outside of farming, he enjoys hunting, softball, NASCAR, and drag racing.



